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these expeditions. He was a soldier of great merit, having
much experience of border warfare, and considerable knowledge
of this frontier, possessing the confidence both of his superiors
and of the troops he led in action.

About this time the invasion of the Crimea by the allied
armaments of England and France startled the minds otk Eng-
lishmen in the Panjab, even of those who were most absorbed
in the works of peace. The Panjab people received the news
with an interest less keen than might have been expected. The
fall of Sebastopol, however, which Lord Dalhousie took care to
proclaim in striking terms, produced a considerable effect on
their minds. The city of Lahore was illuminated in honour of
the victory; and when the Native spectators assembled in vast
crowds, John Lawrence, after scanning their faces, remarked to
me that they seemed to be really glad that Eussia had for unco
been well beaten. Even at that time the idea of Eussia making
a diversion towards Central Asia, in order to counteract any
measures which England might adopt towards Turkey, was
much discussed. John Lawrence was earnestly opposed to any
retaliatory movement being made from the British side through
Afghanistan towards Central Asia, and was most unwilling to
meet Eussia in any such manner. It may have thence been in-
ferred by some that therefore he was prepared to tolerate litissian
proceedings in Central Asia which might bo manifestly hostilo
or menacing to England; such however was not the case. Ho
thought that there were certain points beyond wliich indirectly
hostile proceedings on the part of Eussia should not bo
endured by England, and that if Eussia then persevered alie
should be threatened, not in Asia, but iix Europe. lie thought
that Eussia could be so menaced in the Baltic and the
Sea, that she must needs desist from any attempt to
India from the quarter of Central Asia.

In these days, the Khan of Kokand perceiving the steady
advance of the Eussians from Siberia towards his territories
and foreseeing the future absorption of his little kingdom in
the empire of the Czar, sent a deputation to the Paryab to ask
for assistance by arms and money being given to him, and more*.